
 

 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOL SESSIONS AT FORTY HALL 

 

Forty Hall Estate is a place for learning, engagement and inspiration and is an integral part of 

every local student’s educational experience, regardless of their school or age. With activities 

themed on Art, Ecology and Heritage, it is a unique learning space outside the classroom and 

on your doorstep. 

 

With learning sessions written and led by a qualified teacher for Primary and Secondary school 

groups, covering curriculum content from a range of subjects, this is a real opportunity for 

pupils to have extraordinary and high-quality learning experiences. Sessions will be tailored to 

meet the learning objectives of your class. 

 

We have a dedicated cast of costumed volunteers who regularly offer their time to help bring 

history to life for school children.  

 

There are also opportunities for schools to use the Hall and facilities as the setting for their 

own activities and events or to work alongside the Learning and Education Outreach Officer to 

develop specific sessions or resources. 

 

Our changing programme of exhibitions is accompanied by temporary art sessions – visit  our 

website or contact us to find out what’s new this term.  

 

 



 

 

COMING SOON… 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Black Sheep  

The Dark Side of Felt 
 

“Felt is the most ancient constructed textile in the world and in its long 
and fascinating history it has been used for everything from military 
armour to housing, from cosy winter garments to conceptual art. This 
exhibition is an exploration of the edgier side of this extraordinary and 
versatile material, looking at artists who create sometimes disturbing 
and bizarre oddities and technically brilliant objects.” 

Bring your students to Forty Hall to explore this fascinating exhibition 
and take part in a creative workshop inspired by innovative and 
accomplished artists.  

 

Follow us on Facebook or @HelenHFortyHall to find out more. 

 



 

 

ART - PATTERNS 

DESIGNS TO DECEIVE…  

This session will begin in the richly decorated Great Hall, where ‘tricks of the eye’ 

through clever paintwork take place. Pupils will examine the patterns created by 

artisan Jacobean painters on the joinery in this room and see if they can work out 

what material each pattern is meant to be and how many are inspired by natural 

materials. 

By the end of this session, your pupils will have: 

- Gained knowledge of decoration and style in the Stuart period and where 

influences were drawn from 

- Experimented with a range of art materials in order to reconstruct patterns and 

effects examined in the landscape 

- Developed techniques to produce a model Jacobean fireplace surround according 

to a brief 

They will see how the Tudors before this period also took inspiration from nature to 

decorate pottery pieces found on this site, and discuss how and why this may have 

been. 

Outside in The Walled Garden, pupils will ‘collect’ patterns by sketching and 

colouring a selection that they have chosen from their natural surroundings using 

their hands to make small viewfinders. 

Three from each pupil’s collection will be chosen to be developed further back inside 

Forty Hall– using collage, pastels and other materials. 

Once pupils are happy with the effects of their techniques and patterns, they will 

decorate their own mini Fireplace surround showcasing their own artisan effects. 

 



 

 

 

 

ART - MIGHTY MYTHICAL MAQUETTES  

 

Students will be inspired by the mythical creatures featured in Forty Hall’s interiors 

and its rich landscape to create their own mini maquettes of creatures. They will 

photograph a location for their sculpture to stand in around the Estate and the 

images will be merged so that the sculptures appear full sized! 

By the end of this session, your pupils will have: 

- Investigated the roles of mythical creatures in Jacobean interior decoration 

- Explored the landscape around Forty Hall for inspiration and gathered found 

materials 

- Used 3D materials to create a maquette and photography to design a sculpture 

considering its location 

This session will begin with a trail around Forty Hall looking for mythical beasts and 

creatures often in hidden or hard-to-spot locations. The associations and symbols 

around each will be explored by pupils. 

Outside found materials will be gathered and pupils will work on their own maquette 

of a mythical creature – either based on one already seen or one which is completely 

new. 

Pupils will use clay to form a base and head as well as found objects from the 

landscape such as feathers and seed cases as well as other art materials. 

Once the maquettes are finished, they will photograph both their maquette and 

location for it. Back at school, students can use Paint or Photoshop to superimpose 

over the background to create the desired size and location of their sculpture! 



 

 

 

THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR AND THE MAKING OF THE UK  

Money, God and Power  

Sir Nicholas Rainton built Forty Hall at a time of growing political challenge. He was a 

Puritan, merchant, High Sheriff and Lord Mayor of London. He refused to lend money 

to King Charles I and was imprisoned for refusing to supply a list of citizens who would 

be able to raise a forced loan. However, whilst he shared strict Puritan beliefs with the 

Parliamentarians, he did not always agree with them either.  

During this session, pupils will deepen their understanding of the causes of the English 

Civil War. They will learn about the development of Parliament and life in Enfield 

under King Charles through the eyes of a prominent local figure – a man who 

epitomized the rise of the merchant classes in London and in English society.  

Pupils will be able to use a variety of engaging sources to investigate real life, local 

examples of the factors that led to division in England in the 17th Century: money, 

religion and power 

The tasks and resources will help cover the following National Curriculum 

requirements:  

History: the English Civil War and the Making of the UK  



 

ART - TEXTURES 

A SENSORY JOURNEY IN THE ESTATE 

Students will use 3D materials to record their experiences using texture in this 

hands-on Art session. Their understanding of what texture is will be developed and 

their vocabulary choices to describe texture will be expanded and refined.  

By the end of this session, your pupils will have: 

- Used descriptive language to express sensory experiences, especially touch 

- Explored the landscape around Forty Hall for inspiration and ventured on a 

sensory journey 

- Used 3D materials and sensory deprivation to record and develop their ideas  

Students will begin outside in the grounds of Forty Hall focussing on their sense of 

touch. 

Using a list of objects to find (for example ‘something flexible’, ‘something rough’, 

‘something silky’ they will explore the Walled Garden, woodland paths and pleasure 

grounds to collect a bank of textures as a group of six. 

Students will then work in pairs to repeat the exercise, this time one will be 

blindfolded and have to describe verbally how the texture feels. The second student 

in the pair will act as their guide and will record these and use a vocabulary list to try 

and suggest more precise vocabulary where appropriate. Students will swap roles. 

Inside Forty Hall’s Activity Room students will work with slabs of air-dry clay and 

modelling tools as well as their hands to try to capture and recreate the textures 

explored on their sensory journey. 

They will discuss together the advantages and disadvantages of using the landscape 

in this way to investigate texture, and evaluate their work by considering how well it 

could help someone partially sighted to experience Forty Hall’s immediate landscape. 

THIS ART SESSION WAS DESIGNED WITH VOLUNTEER EDUCATION 

CONSULTANT, VALERIE GIRLING 



 

 

 

 

KS3 ENGLISH - WRITING 

DECODING RAINTON'S WRITINGS 

There is a code to be cracked in a race through the sombre subject of this deciphering 

workshop 

By the end of this session, your students will have: 

- Drawn on their knowledge of grammar and language variation to develop their 

understanding of English and how language works 

- Experimented with language 

- Explored the connotations of private and public perception on an individual by 

their community and society 

Students will be guided through an examination of the Seventeenth Century will of 

Sir Nicholas Rainton to discover the legacy of language change and what this 

document can reveal to them about the language we use today. 

Questions will be answered including: 

‘What was ‘thorn’? 

How can Early Modern English be accessed? 

Why and how did so many changes to the spelling and vocabulary of our language 

take place? 

And, as well as reviving some archaic words and letters, your class will have the 

chance to develop their own invented characters and vocabulary after considering 

this context. 

 



 

HOW TO BOOK: 

All school sessions are priced at £3.50 per pupil and last for 90 minutes unless 

otherwise stated. Standard times are morning and afternoon. Start times can be 

arranged to suit. 

To request more information or to book please contact: 

Helen Hamlyn – Learning and Education Outreach Officer 

Telephone: 0208 379 500 

Email: Helen.Hamlyn@enfield.gov.uk  

 

FAMILIES & CHILDREN 

There are plenty of ways for families and children to get involved in Forty Hall & 

Estate’s Education Programme. We encourage families to take advantage of our 

events programme which focuses on Art, Ecology and Heritage. 

There are plenty of participatory and fun activities that families can get involved with 

during weekends, evenings and school holidays. If you are a parent or teacher and 

would like child or pupil to get involved with our schools programme then please 

contact us. 
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LEARNING OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

FORTY HALLESTATE HAS BEEN AWARDED THE LEARNING OUTSIDE THE 

CLASSROOM (LOTC) BADGE. 

 

 

LOtC Mark is the first national accreditation for schools, nurseries and other 

educational establishments which recognises and supports the development of 

learning outside the classroom across all subject areas. The criteria measure the 

processes and procedures in place within a school to support and facilitate LOtC, and 

ensure that it is an everyday part of school life. 

SCHOOLS CANCELLATION POLICY 

Please note our cancellation policy which is applied to all bookings. 

If on the day of your visit to Forty Hall severe weather conditions or teaching staff 

strikes are taking place you will be able to move the date of your trip to a different 

date as agreed with the Education Officer. 

If you decide to cancel your trip completely by 9am and within seven working days 

before the date of your visit we will have to charge you 100% of the cost, or if you 

decide to cancel by 9am and 14 working days before we will have to charge you 50% 

of the cost. 

 

 


